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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 
EASTERN DIVISION 


CHRISTOPHER T. O’NEILL and 
P. KEVIN DONAHUE, 


Plaintiffs, 


v. 


CITY OF CHICAGO POLICE OFFICERS 
J. O'CALLAGHAN (Star No. 18573) and 
L. SYAS (Star No. 19154); and 
BUTCH MCGUIRE'S, INC. 
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Plaintiffs, Christopher T. O'Neill and P. Kevin Donahue, by and through their ^ 
attorneys, James E. Dahl and Paul N. Bonadies, state by way of Complaint against 


defendants, City of Chicago Police Officers J. O'Callaghan (Star No. 18573) and L. Syas 
(Star No. 19154), and Butch McGuire's, Inc., as follows: 

Parties 


1. Plaintiff, Christopher T. O'Neill (''O’Neill") is a resident of Portland, 
Oregon. 

2. Plaintiff, P. Kevin Donahue ("Donahue") is, and at all times relevant to this 
cause of action was, a resident of Cook County, Illinois. 


3. Defendant, J. O’Callaghan is, and at times relevant to this cause of action 
was, a Chicago police officer residing in Cook County, Illinois. 

4. Defendant, L. Syas is, and at times relevant to this cause of action was, a 
Chicago police officer residing in Cook County, Illinois. 
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5. Defendant, Butch McGuire's, Inc. ("Butch McGuire's") is, and at all times 
relevant to cause of action was, an Illinois corporation operating a bar and restaurant 
located in Chicago, Illinois and known as Butch McGuire's Tavern. 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

6. This action arises under the United States Constitution, particularly under 
the Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution of the United States and 
under Federal law, particularly the Civil Rights Act 42 U.S.C. §1983. This Court has 
jurisdiction in this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§1331 and 1343 and supplemental 
jurisdiction to hear pendant claims under state law pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367(a). 

7. This Court is the appropriate venue within which to adjudicate this dispute 
because the defendants reside in this District and the occurrence at issue occurred in this 
District. 

Background 

8. On December 31,2000, plaintiffs O'Neill and Donahue were sitting at a 
table at Butch McGuire’s Tavern and were accompanied by three friends. 

9. While sitting at the table, a waitress brought a beer to the plaintiffs' table. 
Plaintiff O'Neill informed the waitress that no one had ordered the beer and that no one at 
the table wanted the beer. 

10. The waitress insisted that plaintiff O'Neill pay for the beer and when 
plaintiff O'Neill informed the waitress that he was not going to pay for the beer, the 
waitress ushered a bouncer to the table, who was employed by defendant Butch 
McGuire’s, to try to resolve the situation. 
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11. The bouncer brought defendant O'Callaghan to the table and at that time, 
plaintiff O'Neill explained to defendant O’Callaghan that no one at the table had ordered 
the beer and that no one wanted the beer. 

12. Defendant O'Callaghan then told plaintiff O'Neill that he should walk 
outside the bar to discuss the situation further. Plaintiffs O'Neill and Donahue walked 
outside of defendant Butch McGuire's and as soon as plaintiff O'Neill was outside of the 
bar, defendants O’Callaghan and Syas threw O'Neill against the window of Butch 
McGuire's, violently handcuffed him, searched his person and arrested plaintiff O'Neill. 

13. When plaintiff Donahue asked defendant O'Callaghan why plaintiff O'Neill 
was being arrested, defendant O'Callaghan told plaintiff Donahue to step inside Butch 
McGuire’s and he would explain. 

14. As soon as plaintiff Donahue stepped inside defendant Butch McGuire's, 
plaintiff Donahue was arrested by defendants O’Callaghan and Syas. 

15. At no time did either plaintiff O'Neill or plaintiff Donahue violate any 
federal, state or municipal statute. 

16. The defendants, O’Callaghan and Syas, arrested the plaintiffs without 
probable cause and without an arrest warrant and charged the plaintiffs with criminal 
trespass. 

17. Defendants O’Callaghan and Syas were at all times relevant to this action, 
officers, employees and/or agents of the Chicago Police Department, acting under color 
of law, under color of statutes, ordinances, regulations, policies, customs and usages of 
the State of Illinois and/or the City of Chicago and/or the Chicago Police Department. 
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18. The plaintiffs spent the entire evening in jail and the next day, the criminal 
proceedings against the plaintiffs were terminated in their favor. 

COUNT I 

O'NEILL v. O'CALLAGHAN AND SYAS 

VIOLATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

1-18. Plaintiff O'Neill realleges paragraphs 1 through 18 above as paragraphs 1 
through 18 of this Count I. 

19. Asa direct and proximate result of the actions of defendants O'Callaghan 
and Syas, plaintiff O'Neill suffered the following injuries and damages: 

a. violation of his constitutional rights under the Fourth and Fourteenth 
Amendments to the Constitution of the United States of America to be free from 
unreasonable search and seizure, the right to due process and equal protection 
under the laws; 

b. deprivation of physical liberty; 

c. physical pain and suffering and emotional trauma, distress and 
suffering arising from the arrest, incarceration and criminal charge. 

20. Defendants O'Callaghan's and Syas' misconduct was the proximate cause of 
the violation of plaintiff O'Neill's Fourth and Fourteenth Amendment rights under the 
U.S. Constitution when they unreasonably searched, seized and arrested O'Neill without 
probable cause. 

21. Defendants O’Callaghan and Syas violated plaintiff O'Neill's U.S. 
Constitution Fourteenth Amendment rights by depriving him of his liberty without due 
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process of law and denying his protection of the laws by arresting him and by causing 
false criminal charges to be brought against him. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, Christopher T. O'Neill, respectfully requests this Court 
to enter judgment in his favor and against defendants, J. O'Callaghan and L. Syas, jointly 
and severally, in an amount greater than $75,000 plus attorney's fees and costs pursuant 
to 42 U.S.C. §1988, punitive damages and such other relief as this Court deems 
appropriate. 

COUNT II 

DONAHUE v. O'CALLAGHAN AND SYAS 

VIOLATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

1-18. Plaintiff Donahue realleges paragraphs 1 through 18 of Count I as 
paragraphs 1 through 18 of this Count II. 

19. Asa direct and proximate result of the actions of defendants O'Callaghan 

and Syas, plaintiff Donahue suffered the following injuries and damages: 

a. violation of his constitutional rights under the Fourth and Fourteenth 
Amendments to the Constitution of the United States of America to be free from 
unreasonable search and seizure, the right to due process and equal protection 
under the laws; 

b. deprivation of physical liberty; 

c. physical pain and suffering and emotional trauma, distress and 
suffering arising from the arrest, incarceration and criminal charge. 
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20. Defendants O'Callaghan's and Syas’ misconduct was the proximate cause of 
the violation of plaintiff Donahue's Fourth and Fourteenth Amendment rights under the 
U.S. Constitution when they unreasonably searched, seized and arrested Donahue without 
probable cause. 

21. Defendants O'Callaghan and Syas violated plaintiff Donahue's Constitution 
Fourteenth Amendment rights by depriving him of his liberty without due process of law 
and denying his protection of the laws by arresting the plaintiff and by causing false 
criminal charges to be brought against Donahue. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, P. Kevin Donahue, respectfully requests this Court to 
enter judgment in his favor and against defendants, J. O'Callaghan and L. Syas, jointly 
and severally, in an amount greater than $75,000 plus attorney's fees and costs pursuant 
to 42 U.S.C. §1988, punitive damages and such other relief as this Court deems 
appropriate. 

COUNT III 

O'NEILL v. O'CALLAGHAN AND SYAS 

MALICIOUS PROSECUTION 

1-18. Plaintiff O'Neill realleges paragraphs 1 through 18 of Count I as paragraphs 
1 through 18 of this Count III. 

19. Defendants O'Callaghan and Syas, willfully and wantonly, falsely accused 
plaintiff O'Neill of criminal trespass and then intentionally, falsely detained, arrested and 
imprisoned plaintiff O’Neill against his will. 
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20. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned conduct, plaintiff 
O'Neill was exposed to public disgrace, physical harm, humiliation, mental anguish, 
emotional harm and incurred expenses in defending the false charges of criminal trespass. 

21. By virtue of defendant O'Callaghan's and Syas’ intentional conduct, 
defendants O'Callaghan and Syas are subject to punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, Christopher T. O'Neill, respectfully requests this Court 
to enter judgment in his favor and against defendants, J. O'Callaghan and L. Syas, jointly 
and severally, in an amount greater than $75,000 plus attorney's fees, costs and punitive 
damages. 

COUNT IV 

DONAHUE v. O'CALLAGHAN AND SYAS 

MALICIOUS PROSECUTION 

1-18. Plaintiff Donahue realleges paragraphs 1 through 18 of Count I as 
paragraphs 1 through 18 of this Count IV. 

19. Defendants O'Callaghan and Syas, willfully and wantonly, falsely accused 
plaintiff Donahue of criminal trespass and then intentionally, falsely detained, arrested 
and imprisoned plaintiff Donahue against his will. 

20. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned conduct, plaintiff 
Donahue was exposed to public disgrace, physical harm, humiliation, mental anguish, 
emotional harm and incurred expenses in defending the false charges of criminal trespass. 

21. By virtue of defendants O'Callaghan's and Syas' intentional conduct, 
defendants O'Callaghan and Syas are subject to punitive damages. 
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WHEREFORE, plaintiff, P. Kevin Donahue, respectfully requests this Court to 
enter judgment in his favor and against defendants, J. O'Callaghan and L. Syas, jointly 
and severally, in an amount greater than $75,000 plus attorney's fees, costs and punitive 
damages. 

COUNTV 

O'NEILL v. O'CALLAGHAN AND SYAS 
FALSE ARREST AND FALSE IMPRISONMENT 

1-18. Plaintiff O'Neill realleges paragraphs 1 through 18 of Count I as paragraphs 
1 through 18 of this Count V. 

19. Plaintiff O'Neill was arrested, restrained and imprisoned without any 
probable cause that he committed any sort of criminal offense. 

20. Defendants O'Callaghan's and Syas' actions were willful and wanton in that 
they were meant to intimidate, harass and disgrace plaintiff O'Neill. 

21. Asa direct and proximate result of the aforementioned conduct of 
defendants O'Callaghan and Syas, plaintiff O'Neill was humiliated, suffered bodily injury, 
mental anguish and incurred expenses to defend the unjustified charges brought against 
him. 

22. By virtue of defendants O'Callaghan's and Syas’ intentional actions, 
defendants O'Callaghan's and Syas' are subject to punitive damages. 
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WHEREFORE, plaintiff, Christopher T. O’Neill, respectfully requests this Court 
to enter judgment in his favor and against defendants, J. O'Callaghan and L. Syas, jointly 
and severally, in an amount greater than $75,000 plus attorney’s fees, costs and punitive 
damages. 

COUNT VI 

DONAHUE v. O'CALLAGHAN AND SYAS 
FALSE ARREST AND FALSE IMPRISONMENT 

1-18. Plaintiff Donahue realleges paragraphs 1 through 18 of Count I as 
paragraphs 1 through 18 of this Count VI. 

19. Plaintiff Donahue was arrested, restrained and imprisoned without any 
probable cause that he committed any sort of criminal offense. 

20. Defendants O’Callaghan's and Syas' actions were willful and wanton in that 
they were meant to intimidate, harass and disgrace plaintiff Donahue. 

21. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned conduct of 
defendants O'Callaghan and Syas, plaintiff Donahue was humiliated, suffered bodily 
injury, mental anguish and incurred expenses to defend the unjustified charges brought 
against him. 

22. By virtue of defendants O'Callaghan's and Syas' intentional actions, 
defendants O'Callaghan and Syas are subject to punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, P. Kevin Donahue, respectfully requests this Court to 
enter judgment in his favor and against defendants, J. O'Callaghan and L. Syas, jointly 
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and severally, in an amount greater than $75,000 plus attorney’s fees, costs and punitive 
damages. 

COUNT VII 

O’NEILL v. BUTCH MCGUIRE’S 

MALICIOUS PROSECUTION 

1-18. Plaintiff O'Neill realleges paragraphs 1 through 18 of Count I as paragraphs 
1 through 18 of this Count VII. 

19. Plaintiff O'Neill, was a patron of Butch McGuire's Tavern which was 
owned and operated by defendant Butch McGuire's, Inc. 

20. The bouncers for Butch McGuire's Tavern were employed by defendant 
Butch McGuire's. 

21. Defendant, Butch McGuire's, by and through its employees, willfully and 
wantonly falsely accused plaintiff O'Neill of criminal trespass and in a willful and wanton 
manner allowed for plaintiff O'Neill to be falsely detained, arrested and imprisoned 
against his will. 

22. Asa direct and proximate result of the aforementioned detention, arrest and 
imprisonment of plaintiff O'Neill, plaintiff O'Neill was exposed to humiliation, mental 
anguish, bodily harm and was forced to incur the expense of defending unjustified 
criminal charges that were brought against him. 

23. By reason of Butch McGuire's, Inc.'s willful and wanton conduct. Butch 
McGuire's is subject to punitive damages. 
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WHEREFORE, plaintiff, Christopher T. O’Neill, respectfully requests this Court 
to enter judgment in his favor and against defendant, Butch McGuire's, Inc., in an amount 
greater than $75,000 plus attorney's fees, costs and punitive damages. 

COUNT VIII 

DONAHUE v. BUTCH MCGUIRE’S 

MALICIOUS PROSECUTION 

1-18. Plaintiff Donahue realleges paragraphs 1 through 18 of Count I as 
paragraphs 1 through 18 of this Count VIII. 

19. Plaintiff Donahue, was a patron of Butch McGuire's Tavern which was 
owned and operated by defendant Butch McGuire's, Inc. 

20. The bouncers for Butch McGuire's Tavern were employed by defendant 
Butch McGuire's. 

21. Defendant, Butch McGuire's, by and through its employees, willfully and 
wantonly falsely accused plaintiff Donahue of criminal trespass and in a willful and 
wanton manner allowed for plaintiff Donahue to be falsely detained, arrested and 
imprisoned against his will. 

22. As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned detention, arrest and 
imprisonment of plaintiff Donahue, plaintiff Donahue was exposed to humiliation, mental 
anguish, bodily harm and was forced to incur the expense of defending unjustified 
criminal charges that were brought against him. 

23. By reason of Butch McGuire's, Inc.'s willful and wanton conduct, Butch 
McGuire's is subject to punitive damages. 
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WHEREFORE, plaintiff, P. Kevin Donahue, respectfully requests this Court to 
enter judgment in his favor and against defendant, Butch McGuire’s, Inc., in an amount 
greater than $75,000 plus attorney's fees, costs and punitive damages. 

COUNT IX 

O’NEILL v, BUTCH MCGUIRE'S 
FALSE ARREST AND FALSE IMPRISIONMKNT 

1-18. Plaintiff O'Neill realleges paragraphs 1 through 18 of Count I as paragraphs 
1 through 18 of this Count IX. 

19. Defendant, Butch McGuire's, by and through its employees, maliciously 
intended to injure, humiliate and disgrace plaintiff O'Neill by causing him to be arrested 
and imprisoned by directing defendants O’Callaghan and Syas to arrest plaintiff O'Neill 
without probable cause and charging O'Neill with the crime of criminal trespass. 

20. As a direct and proximate result of the detention, arrest and imprisonment 
which was directed by Butch McGuire's, plaintiff O'Neill was humiliated, incurred mental 
anguish, bodily injury, and incurred costs to defend and establish his innocence with 
respect to the false charge of criminal trespass. 

21. As a direct and proximate result of defendant Butch McGuire's conduct. 
Butch McGuire's is subject to punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, Christopher T. O'Neill, respectfully requests this Court 
to enter judgment in his favor and against defendant, Butch McGuire's, Inc., in an amount 
greater than $75,000 plus attorney's fees, costs and punitive damages. 
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COUNTX 

DONAHUE v. BUTCH MCGT ITRF'S 
FALSE ARREST AND FALSE IMPRISIONMENT 

1-18. Plaintiff Donahue realleges paragraphs 1 through 18 of Count I as 
paragraphs 1 through 18 of this Count X. 

19. Defendant, Butch McGuire's, by and through its employees, maliciously 
intended to injure, humiliate and disgrace defendant Donahue by causing him to be 
arrested and imprisoned by directing defendants O'Callaghan and Syas to arrest plaintiff 
Donahue without probable cause and charging Donahue with the crime of criminal 
trespass. 

20. As a direct and proximate result of the detention, arrest and imprisonment 
which was directed by Butch McGuire's, plaintiff Donahue was humiliated, incurred 
mental anguish, bodily injury, and incurred costs to defend and establish his innocence 
with respect to the false charge of criminal trespass. 

21. Asa direct and proximate result of defendant Butch McGuire's conduct, 
Butch McGuire’s is subject to punitive damages. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, P. Kevin Donahue, respectfully requests this Court to 

enter judgment in his favor and against defendant, Butch McGuire's, Inc., in an amount 

greater than $75,000 plus attorney's fees, costs and punitive damages. 

JAMES E. DAHL (0568724) CHRISTOPHER T. O’NEILL 

PAULN. BONADIES (6206589) 

JAMES E. DAHL & ASSOCIATES 
225 West Washington Street, Suite 1125 
Chicago, IL 60606 
312/641-3245 


and P. KEVIN DONAHUE 



One of Their Attorneys 
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